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In February 2012, the DEQ and Dow announced agreement on a proposed plan to
resolve the historic issue of dioxin contamination in city of Midland residential soils.
The resolution required Dow to analyze soil samples from residential properties in the
activities of The Dow Chemical Gompany and Resolution Area (below) to determine dioxin levels. Properties containing more than

the Michigan Department of Environmental 250 parts per trillion (ppt) of dioxin are eligible for remediation activities. Properties with
250 ppt or less do not require cleanup.
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This progress was the culmination of many

years of discussion and negotiation. Throughout

= our talks, the point we agreed upon most was
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the desire to reach resolution once and for all.
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REMEDIATION PROCESS

Dow is using a systematic process to conduct
cleanup activities. Remediation activities are
being conducted in a phased manner, beginning
with properties closest to Dow’s Michigan
Operations manufacturing site. The following
process will continue through 2017 until

remediation is completed:

From Start to Finish
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Dow contacts residential property owners in the current sampling
area to request permission to sample soil on their properties. The
process is entirely voluntary.

If Dow receives approval from the property owners, the company
analyzes soil samples to determine the level of dioxins.

Properties that test above 250 ppt are offered cleanup. Those at 250
ppt or below require no action.

Upon receiving sampling results, Dow develops a specific cleanup
plan for each property, which is reviewed with the owner.
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Upon consent of the property owner, Dow removes the top 12 inches
of soil from the property, replaces it with new soil and returns the
property to its previous state.

It 1s difficult to estimate the length of time that will be needed to complete

this project, but Dow’s commitment is to conduct work as safely and as

quickly as possible.

The pictures below capture the remediation process from start to finish.
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QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE

m How did you determine the 250 ppt action level?

The site specific action level was developed by DEQ) , in
accordance with EPA approved risk assessment procedures and
with input from EPA. Soil, dust, bioavailability and climate data
from the Resolution Area were used to refine standard exposure
values in order to develop a site specific action level that is

protective of human health.

m Who will be responsible for the maintenance of my

new lawn?

Dow will work with property owners to maintain new
lawns and plants until they are re-established. This may include
installing water delivery systems, restoring existing irrigation
systems, and paying for watering the lawn and new plants until

vegetation is re-established.

m What about parks and schools located in the

Resolution Area?

They will be treated in the same manner as residential

properties and all the same requirements will apply.

Many more commonly asked questions and answers and other information can be
Jound on the DEQ website at hitp://www.michigan.gov./deqdioxin



